
RANCHO SIMI RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

JOINT PARK DISTRICT/HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITY CENTER- ACTIVITY ROOM #1 

4201 GUARDIAN ST., SIMI VALLEY, CA 

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2020 
5:30P.M. 

MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman at 5:30 p.m. 
In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society Vice President Linda Bosley, Secretary Karen Olson, 
Past President Vicki Spilka, and the following RSRPD Staff: Board Member Kate O'Brien, Stratheam 
Historical Park Specialist Carolyn Valdez, Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, and 
Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 3, 2020 MEETING: Secretary Olson moved to 
approve the minutes as presented; Past President Spilka seconded the motion. The minutes were 
approved unanimously by the Committee. 

IV. DISCUSS APRIL 6, 2020 PRINTZ POWELL COLONY HOUSE RIBBON CUTTING: Nakaoka 
stated that the ribbon cutting has been scheduled for 4 p.m. (since changed to 3:30 p.m. by District 
Manager Dan Paranick) on Mon., April 6. Historical Park Specialist Valdez mentioned that April 6 is 
also Museum Director Pat Haven's birthday. Nakaoka added that the District will provide snacks, and 
he is hoping that someone from the Historical Society and someone from the Park District's Board of 
Directors will speak at the ribbon cutting. It would most likely be Director Freeman or Director O'Brien 
speaking on behalf of the Park District. Everything has been completed at the Colony House except for 
the landscaping. The siding is up on the building, the picket fence is in place, and the back stairs have 
been installed. The items needed to finish the landscaping have been ordered by the Park District, and 
the Busy Hands Garden Club will be invited to the ribbon cutting event. The Garden Club's donation 
of $1000 for landscaping around the Colony House will be announced at the event, and the Garden Club 
attendees will most likely take part in the planting of a tree that will already be placed into a hole. A 
palo verde tree has been order to be planted. Ms. Bosley asked if the irrigation will be done before the 
event, and Nakaoka responded that it will. She also asked if the skirting will be painted, and Nakaoka 
answered that it was supposed to be painted by the contractor and he will look into it. 

V. STATUS OF REPAIR TO ADOBE ROOF: Nakaoka stated that a Purchase Order has been generated 
for Seng! Construction Engineering of Thousand Oaks, who will be doing the roof repair for the adobe 
roof. Seng! was one of the subcontractors who worked on the Printz Powell Colony House renovation 
project. The cost of the repairs will be $1500, and the work will be done on a Sunday. 



Director Freeman asked if it will still be necessary to replace the entire roof, and Nakaoka responded 
that it will, but now it can be done as a budgeted item. He added that the Park District is looking to 
expand most capital improvement funds in the next few years, and is still receiving park fees from west
end developments. 

VI. UPDATE ON MAINTENANCE PROJECT LIST DISTRIBUTED AT JANUARY 2020 MEETING: 
Nakaoka stated that he will get back to the Historical Society regarding which items on the project list 
can be done by the Historical Society, but he needs to speak with the District's Building Maintenance 
Supervisor and the County first. He does not want the Historical Society working on the buildings, 
except for the playhouse. Repainting may be okay, but he believes members of the Historical Society 
cannot do anything over 6' high. He added that several items on the list have already been done. If 
possible, he wants to have the outside of the Caretaker residence painted before the new Caretakers move 
in. 

Vice President Bosley thanked the District for getting the fence started behind the adobe building. 

VII. CIVIL WAR DAYS UPDATE AND NEEDS: Ms. Bosley announced that Nancy Whittle, a reenactor 
who portrays Harriet Tubman, will be at the event, along with reenactors of President and Mrs. Lincoln. 

Nikki Collier and Janice Martin from the District's Recreation Department have been assisting with 
securing volunteers for the event. The Royal High School Leadership Class has promised to provide 
helpers also. Three different bands are scheduled to perform at Civil War Days, and there will be lots 
of Civil War music. The Recruitment Tent has received a lot of interest through social media, and there 
will be a dinner and dance in the barn on Saturday night for the Civil War reenactors and volunteers. 

Ms. Bosley also commended John Krieger on how much help he has provided, and stated that it has been 
a very symbiotic relationship. 

VIII. PARK TREES REPLACEMENT: Grounds Maintenance Supervisor John Krieger has purchased 
replacement trees for the park, but they will not be put in before Civil War Days. This includes the 
replacement of the tree that fell over. 

IX. REVIEW OF PROPOSED ADJUSTMENTS TO FACILITY RENTAL FEES AND OTHER 
CHANGES RELATING TO FACILITY RENTALS AT STRATHEARN IDSTORICAL PARK AND 
MUSEUM: Historical Park Specialist Valdez had presented a proposal for a fee adjustment for facility 
rentals at Strathearn Historical Park and Museum to the District's Board of Directors at its February 6, 
2020 meeting. At the meeting Director Freeman moved to continue the item until the March 5th Board 
of Directors meeting to allow the Historical Society Committee to be notified of the proposed changes. 
Director Freeman's motion was passed by the Board, and Ms. Valdez gave a summary of the proposed 
changes to the fees to the Committee members present at the Joint Park District/Historical Society 
Committee meeting. She also distributed a spreadsheet explaining the proposed changes and a 
spreadsheet comparing the 2019 rates to the proposed new rates (copies attached). An increase of five 
percent on the current base fee has been proposed, along with an increase in the rate to rent the Church 
for a ceremony only, an increase in the rehearsal fee, and an increase in the alcohol consumption fee. 
Also proposed is the addition of a non-resident fee schedule (base rate of five percent increase plus an 
additional 25% increase for non-residents). The non-resident fee schedule was proposed to make 
Strathearn consistent with the rental of other Park District properties, and to give an advantage to 
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residents of Simi Valley, the Knolls, and Oak Park. Ms. Valdez stated that historically 50% of the rentals 
have been non-residents, and Ms. Bosley added that resident groups have had to be turned down due to 
previously scheduled rentals by non-residents. 

Both Director Freeman and Ms. Valdez expressed some concern about the non-resident fee, but Ms. 
Valdez and Ms. Bosley both felt it should be tried, and ifthere is a significant drop in rentals, the non
resident schedule can be rescinded. It will be determined to be non-compatible if, by the end of 2020, 
25% or more of reservable 2021 dates remain available. If the increase is implemented now, it will not 
have a significant effect until 2021, as all of the reservable dates are booked for 2020 and currently eight 
dates are already booked for 2021. 

Per District Policy, the facilities at Strathearn Park are available for rental from the last weekend of 
February through the second weekend of October. Weddings comprise the majority of the events, and 
Ms. Valdez stated that the District needs to decide if it wants to make renting facilities at Strathearn 
easier for residents, or if it wants to position itself as a prime wedding venue. Vice President Bosley 
again stated that she believes residents should be accommodated first, and Strathearn is one of the most 
economical places to rent. There are multiple structures at the park that can be rented, and she doesn't 
think the non-resident fee will make much of a difference. It's also one of the few venues where the 
renter can use the caterer of their choice, as long as the caterer is licensed and insured. 

To offer additional possibilities to potential renters, two optional amenities have been proposed. 
Currently renters must clean up after themselves, so one proposed optional amenity is the option to pay 
for a cleaning service to clean up at the conclusion of the event. This will enable Strathearn to compete 
with other venues/sites which have more amenities available. 

A second proposed optional amenity is offering hours for set-up on the day before the event, charged at 
the same base fee ($150/hr.) as hours on the day of the event (3 hours maximum and after the park is 
closed to the public). 

Historical Society Vice President Bosley mentioned that the reason for the increase in weddings 
compared to years past is due to marketing, and Ms. Valdez has done an amazing job marketing the 
park. She believes the changes will work, and wants to give it a try. 

After some additional discussion and due to the fact that the non-resident schedule can be rescinded if 
rentals fall, it was the opinion of the Committee members that the proposed fee increases and changes 
would be of benefit to the District and the Historical Society. Director Freeman thanked everyone for 
their input and stated that she would take this information back to the Board of Directors. 

X. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that the Historical Society is focusing 
on fundraising to complete the interior of the Printz Powell Colony House. She will be meeting with a 
professional fundraiser and perhaps some other people. Some fundraising can be done on-site, but there 
are also other ways to raise funds. She also suggested the possibility of next year's Leadership Class 
adopting and renovating a room in the Colony House as its project. 

Ms. Bosley stated that this had been talked about previously, but the Historical Society is still interested 
in setting up a cell phone tour of Stratheam Historical Park. People will visit the park during non-tour 
hours, some people prefer a non-docent led tour, and some may not want to attend the entire docent-led 
tour. Visitors would download an app onto their phone and would scan a QR code to hear an audio 
presentation. She is hoping to have such a tour set up and running by the end of the year. There is a 
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yearly maintenance fee that would need to be paid for the app, but it would open up more opportunities 
to educate people, which is one of the goals of the park. 

The park now has a dip jar, which enables guests to pay the $5.00 donation for the docent-led tour with 
a debit or credit card. Ms. Bosley mentioned that having a box for cash donations is fine, but she has 
seen people use the dip jar, and it is very useful for people who don't carry cash with them or who don't 
want to pay with cash. 

XI. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on Monday, April 6, 
2020 at Strathearn Historical Park following the Printz Powell Colony House Ribbon Cutting ceremony. 

XII. ADJOURN MEETING: The meeting was adjourned by Director Freeman at 6:25 p.m. 

neNakaoka 
Director of Planning & Maintenance 
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Rates 

Base Fee 

Alcohol permit 
Site Coard $27/Hour 
Ranaer (securitv\ $39/Hour 
Rehearsal 
Rental Fee Total: 
Refundable damage/cleaning dep 

Amount Paid: 

Rates 

Base Fee 

Alcohol permit 
Site Coard $27/Hour 
RanQer (security) $39/Hour 
Rental Fee Total: 
Refundable damage/cleaning dep 
Amount Paid: 

Rates 

Base Fee 

Alcohol permit 
Site Coard $27/Hour 

Ranaer /securitv\ $39/Hour 
Rehearsal 
Rental Fee Total: 
Refundable damage/cleaning dep 

Amount Paid: 

Strathearn Historical Park 
Resident and Non-Resident Rates 

Proposed 2020 Rental Rates Rev. 2-6-20 

Church Rental for Ceremony 
Only-

3 Hour-RESIDENT 

$344.00 
$300.00 

$81.00 
$117.00 

$75.00 
S917.00 
$500.00 

$1 ,417.00 

Church Rental for 
C 0 1 eremony n y -

3 Hour-NON RESIDENT I 
$430.00 
$300.00 

$81.00 
$117.00 

$75.00 
S1.003.00 

$500.00 
$1,503.00 

Barn Only OR Reception Set-up Outside 

6 Hour (minimum) -
RESIDENT 

$1,349.00 
$300.00 
$162.00 
$234.00 

s2 045.00 
$500.00 

$2,545.00 

6 Hour (minimum) -
NON RESIDENT 

$1,686.00 
$300.00 
$162.00 
$234.00 

52.382.00 
$500.00 

$2,882.00 

Church OR Gazebo & Barn or Reception Set-up Outside 
8 Hour - (minimum) 8 Hour - (minimum) 

RESIDENT NON RESIDENT 

$2,337.00 $2,921 .00 
$300.00 $300.00 
$216.00 $216.00 
$312.00 $312.00 
$75.00 $75.00 

u ,40,nn H R?4,00 
$500.00 $500.00 

$3 740.00 $4,324.00 

OPTIONAL FOR ALL RENTALS-Cleaning service for clean-up at the conclusion of the event for $35/hour for events 
with 100 guests & fewer and $50/hour for events 100-180 guests. Minimum 3 hours, maximum 5 hours. 

ON DAY OF EVENT: Additional Hours for 6 and 8 hour rentals are billed at $216 ($150 base fee+$27 Site Coordinator+ $39 
Ranger) No additional hours for 3 hour rentals on the day of event 

**DAY BEFORE EVENT: Additional Hours to be used for set up are billed at $150. 

-Any additional hours purchased the day before are in addition to the minimum required rental 
(i.e.; an 8 hour minimum ON THE EVENT DAY is required for a ceremony and reception. 

-Maximum of three hours may be rented the day before an event, before any scheduled rehearsal 
-Hours will be scheduled AFTER the park is closed to the public (3pm M-F, 4pm Sat & Sun) 



Strathearn Historical Park 
Resident and Non-Resident Rates 

Comparison of Selected 2019 Rental Rates and Proposed 2020 Rental Rates 
Rev. 2-6-20 

Church Rental for Ceremony Only - Church Rental for Ceremony Only -
RESIDENT NON RESIDENT 

3 Hour 3 Hour 
LULU Dollar LULU% LULU Dollar 2020~ 

Increase Increase Increase Increase 
Rates 2019 2020 from 2019 from 2019 2019 2020 from 2019 from 2019 
Base Fee $309.00 $344.00 $35.00 11% $309.00 $430.00 $121.00 39% 
Alcohol oermit $155.00 $300.00 $145.00 94% $155.00 $300.00 $145.00 94% 
Site Coord $27/Hour $81.00 $81.00 $0.00 0% $81.00 $81.00 $0.00 0% 
Ranger (security) $39/Hour $117.00 $117.00 $0.00 0% $117.00 $117.00 $0.00 0% 
Rehearsal $55.00 $75.00 $20.00 36% $55.00 $75.00 $20.00 36% 
Rental Fee Total: t717.00 tll17 nr $200.00 28% t111.oo t1 nn-i n~ $286.00 40% 
Refundable damage/cleaning 
dep $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 0% $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 0% 
Amount Paid: $1,217.00 $1,417.00 $200.00 16% $1,217.00 $1,503.00 $286.00 24% 

Barn Only OR Reception Set-up Outside 
6 Hour (minimum) - RESIDENT 6 Hour (minimum l - NON RESIDENT 

:.w,:u uonar LULU% LULU uouar LULU% 
Increase Increase Increase Increase 

Rates 2019 2020 from 2019 from 2019 2019 2020 from 2019 from 2019 
Base Fee $1 ,288.00 $1,349.00 $61.00 5% $1,288.00 $1,686.00 $398.00 31% 
Alcohol oermit $155.00 $300.00 $145.00 94% $155.00 $300.00 $145.00 94% 
Site Coord $27/Hour $162.00 $162.00 $0.00 0% $162.00 $162.00 $0.00 0% 
Ranaer (security) $39/Hour $234.00 $234.00 $0.00 0% $234.00 $234.00 $0.00 0% 
Rehearsal 
Rental Fee Total: S1 839.00 c 7 n.&5.00 $206.00 11% s1 839.00 C7382.00 $543.00 30% 
Refundable damage/cleaning 
dep $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 0% $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 0% 
Amount Paid: $2,339.00 $2,545.00 $206.00 9% $2,339.00 $2,882.00 $543.00 23% 

Church OR Gazebo & Barn or Reception Set-up Outside 
8 Hour - (minimum) RESIDENT 8 Hour - (minimum) NON RESIDENT 

LULU Dollar LULU o/o 
Increase Increase 

Rates 2019 2020 from 2019 from 2019 2019 2020 
Base Fee $2,226.00 $2,337.00 $111.00 5% $2,226.00 $2,921.00 
Alcohol oermit $155.00 $300.00 $145.00 94% $155.00 $300.00 
Site Coord $27/Hour $216.00 $216.00 $0.00 0% $216.00 $216.00 
Ranaer /securitvl $39/Hour $312.00 $312.00 $0.00 0% $312.00 $312.00 
Rehearsal $55.00 $75.00 $20.00 36% $55.00 $75.00 
Rental Fee Total: t2 964.00 t3 240.00 $276.00 9% t2 964.00 S3 824.00 
Refundable damage/cleaning 
dep $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 0% $500.00 $500.00 
Amount Paid: $3,464.00 $3,740.00 $276.00 8% $3,464.00 $4,324.00 

** Additional Hours for 6 and 8 hour rentals are billed at $216 
($150 base fee + $27 Site Coordinator + $39 Ranger) 

No additional hours for 3 hour rentals 

LULU Dollar 2020~ 
Increase Increase 

from 2019 from 2019 

$695.00 31 % 
$145.00 94% 

$0.00 0% 
$0.00 0% 

$20.00 36% 
$860.00 29% 

$0.00 0% 
$860.00 25% 


